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t\vo steps, and from the arch, a curtain was hung, so as at
will to exclude the view of the chancel and altar from the
worshippers in the church. The "baptismal font consisted of
a large granite basin about two and a half feet in diameter,
set on a pillar, and covered with a wooden lid.

During the time of the service all the people stood, the
women rather behind the men. Indeed, these buildings are
not provided with seats or benches. One by one they com-
menced to read or repeat prayers in Malayalim, frequently
crossing themselves, touching the forehead, then the shoulders
from left to right.

The principal altar, or " throne," as it is called, in the
centre of the chancel, was covered with a neat white cloth,
and decorated with handsome carvings in wood; but no
pictures or images were seen, except two or three ornamental
cherubim in the plaster work. On the altar stood a cross,
and another, with circular hangings beneath, at the railing
in front of the chancel.

At the commencement of the service the Cattanar ascended
the steps into the chancel, where he proceeded to robe him-
self in the various parts of his official vestments, repeating
prayers suitable to each act. He put on, one "after another,
a pair of sandals, a long blue coat over his ordinaiy white
cotton dress, a blue cap, a long white robe with waist-belt
and cope, scarf and sleeves of embroidered silk. The shoes
were again put oif in certain parts of the service.

Two or three boys, in ordinary native dress, chanted the
responses. The service was lengthy and highly ritualistic,
including frequent genuflections, kissing and perfuming the
altar, signing the cross, the ringing of bells, elevating
and incensing the host, and the minute and multifarious
ceremonies prescribed in the Syriac rubric. A consider-
able portion of the service was in Malayfdim, the remainder
in Syriac. The curtains were drawn down several times